


The “Second” French Revolution

 The National Convention:

 Girondin Rule:  1792-1793

 Jacobin Rule:  1793-1794
[“Reign of Terror”]

 Thermidorian Reaction:  1794-1795

 The Directory  1795-1799



Attitudes 
& actions 

of 
monarchy
& court

Fear of
Counter-
Revolution

Religious
divisions

Political
divisions

War going 
badly

Economic
Crises

The Causes of 
Instability in France

1792 - 1795



The Politics of the 
National Convention (1792-1795)

Montagnards Girondists

 Power base in Paris.

Main support from the 
sans-culottes.

Would adopt extreme 
measures to achieve their 
goals.

 Saw Paris as the center of the 
Revolution.

More centralised [in Paris] 
approach to government.

 Power base in the 
provinces.

 Feared the influence 
of the sans-culottes.

 Feared the dominance 
of Paris in national 
politics.

 Supported more 
national government 
centralisation
[federalism].



The Jacobins
Jacobin Meeting House

 They held their meetings in the 
library of a former Jacobin 
monastery in Paris.

 Started as a debating society.

 Membership mostly middle class.

 Created a vast network of clubs.



Louis XVI as a Pig

c For the Montagnards, the king was a traitor.

c The Girondins felt that the Revolution had 
gone far enough and didn’t want to execute 
the king [maybe exile him].



The Sans-Culottes:
The Parisian Working Class

Small shopkeepers.

Tradesmen.

Artisans.

They shared many of the 
ideals of their middle 

class representatives in 
government!



The Sans-Culottes

Depicted as Savages by a British Cartoonist.



Louis XVI’s Head (January 21, 1793)

c The trial of the king 
was hastened by the 
discovery in a secret 
cupboard in the 
Tuilieres of a cache of 
documents.

c They proved 
conclusively Louis’ 
knowledge and 
encouragement of 
foreign intervention.

c The National 
Convention voted
387 to 334 to 
execute the monarchs.



The Death of “Citizen” Louis Capet

Matter for reflection
for the crowned 

jugglers.

So impure blood
doesn’t soil our land!



Marie Antoinette 
on the Way to the Guillotine



Marie Antoinette Died in October, 
1793



Attempts to Control the Growing Crisis

1. Revolutionary Tribunal in Paris  try
suspected counter-revolutionaries.

A.Representatives-on-Mission
e sent to the provinces & to the army.
e had wide powers to oversee

conscription.
B. Watch Committees [comité de 

surveillance]
e keep an eye on foreigners & suspects.

C. Sanctioned the trial & execution of 
rebels and émigrés, should they ever 
return to France.  



Attempts to Control the Growing Crisis

2. The printing of more assignats to 
pay for the war.

3. Committee of Public Safety [CPS]
e to oversee and speed up the work of the 

government during this crisis.

4. Committee of General Security [CGS]
e responsible for the pursuit of

counter-revolutionaries, the
treatment of suspects, & other      
internal security matters.



Committee for Public Safety

 Revolutionary Tribunals.
 300,000 arrested.
 16,000 – 50,000 executed.



Maximillian Robespierre
(1758 – 1794)



Georges Jacques Danton
(1759 – 1794)



Jean-Paul Marat
(1744 – 1793)



“The Death of Marat”
by Jacques Louis David, 1793



The Assassination of Marat
by Charlotte 

Corday

Paul Jacques
Aimee

Baudry, 19c

[A Romantic
View]



Legislation Passed by the 
National Convention

1. Law of General Maximum
 September 5, 1793.
 Limited prices of grain & other essentials to 1/3

above the 1790 prices & wages to ½ of 1790
figures.

 Prices would be strictly enforced.
 Hoarders rooted out and punished.
 Food supplies would be secured by the army!

2. Law of Suspects
e September 17, 1793.
e This law was so widely drawn that almost anyone

not expressing enthusiastic support for the 
republic could be placed under arrest!



The Levee en Masse:
An Entire Nation at Arms! – 500,000 Soldiers

An army based on merit, not birth!



The Reign of Terror

Terror is nothing other than justice, prompt, severe, inflexible.
-- Robespierre

Let terror be the order of the day!

c The Revolutionary Tribunal 
of Paris alone executed 
2,639 victims in 15 months.

c The total number of 
victims nationwide was over 
20,000!



Different Social Classes Executed 
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The “Monster” Guillotine

The last guillotine execution in France was in 1939!



The Radical’s 
Arms:

No God!
No Religion!
No King!

No Constitution!



The Terror Intensified: March to July, 1794

Ô Law of 22 Prairial [June 10, 1794].
 Trials were now limited to deciding only on liberty 

OR death, with defendants having no rights.
 Were you an “enemy of the people?” (the law was 

so broadly written that almost anyone could fall 
within its definition!)

Ô 1,500 executed between June & July.

Danton & the
“Indulgents”

Jacques 
Hébert & the
Hérbetists

Executed in April, 1794Executed in March, 1794



French Victory at Fleurus

 June 26, 1794.
 France defeated Austria.
 This opened the way to the 

reoccupation of Belgium!



Success at War finally brings the end 
of the Reign of Terror 


