
 
A series of events in the years 1787 – 89 changed the tension in France into 

actual revolution. 
 

 

The Estates General 1788 - 9: 
 

The king had run out of money. He had to call the ‘Estates General’ which was a 

kind of Parliament made up of representatives of the 3 estates. 
 

 

When the meeting was arranged the people attending had different hopes. 

Complete the diagram below in your books. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Read ‘Societies in Change’ pg. 114 – 5. 
 

 Study source 1. What does it tell you about how much food there was in 

France between 1787 and 1789? 

 Study source 2. What does it tell you about how many jobs there were 

during this period? 

 Study source 3. What does it tell you about the amount of money workers 

had to spend on bread? 

 Answer question 1 on pg. 114. 
 

Read pg. 111 of your textbook.  Why was Louis in debt? 

 

 

Nobles Louis XVI 

Ordinary People 

Hopes for the 

Estates General 

4th May 1789 



 

Heads       Tails 

 

1. Louis made a bad mistake at the  They pledged that they 

Estates General meeting. would not give up until their 

demands were met. 

 

2. The king tried to break up the    he did not suggest making 

meeting… any important changes to 

improve the lives of ordinary 

people. 

 

3. On the 20th June members of the  so the representatives went 

new National Assembly made the  to a nearby tennis court and 

famous Tennis Court Oath…   formed a new group called 

       the National Assembly. 
 

The stage was now set for revolution… 
 

  

 

 

 

You are a member of the National Assembly.  Write your speech pledging your 

allegiance (loyalty) to the aims of the National Assembly using the writing 

frame. 

 

Match up the Heads and Tails below and then copy them out as a paragraph into your 

exercise book. 



  

 

 

Tennis Court Oath 
 

 

I pledge allegiance to the National Assembly.  I will not 

stop until…         

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

           

 

 

            

Signature      Date 

 
 

 


