
Cartoon - Crushed by Taxation 

This image is from the perspective of a middle class man. (Rob 8Y) 

Identify the three figures in the cartoon. 

The 1st figure is the person below the stone who is being crushed, with great effect, by taxation. The 

2nd figure is the clergyman. He seems to enjoy crushing the unlucky man with The Church Tax (The 

Tithe). The 3rd figure is the nobleman. He doesn't seem to think much of crushing the unfortunate 

man with high taxes. (Anees 8Y) 

The man in the red is a noble or second estate, we can tell this because he is in a military uniform 

and has a sword. The man in purple is the clergy as he has a bible and a long robe. (Sam 8Y) 

The two men who are standing on the man are saying that they are higher than the man. (Jack 8Y) 

Describe the environment - is this significant? Explain. 

The environment around the scene is a rural agricultural background with a plough and some wheat. 

The environment is significant because it is dark and gloomy, because the taxes are getting too high 

to handle. (Graham 8Y) 

The environment is bleak because the peasant lives in barren lands. (Jack 8Y) 

I think that these men are crushing him on his own ground to show their power. (James 8L) 

What words are written on the stone? (Hint - they are linked to taxation.) Consider the significance 

of the words.  

The rock is to represent the pressure the taxes are putting on the middle class. The words mean 

"cutting taxes and chores” (Rob 8Y) 

These words are significant because they are talking about stopping the French citizens from having 

to pay so much money towards the French government. (Graham 8Y) 

It looks as if the 2 on top are trying to force the middle class man back to being a peasant. (Joel 8Y) 

Why is the person being crushed dressed differently to the person in the previous cartoon we 

looked at? 

The third estate man is wearing richer clothes symbolising him becoming better off and growing in 

power. (Fabian 8Y) 

They are dressed differently because the person in the previous cartoon was a peasant and this one 

is from the Middle Class. (Graham 8Y) 

 

 

 



Full Paragraphs to note. 

This cartoon shows a representative of the third estate being crushed under a rock embossed with 

the words: "Taille, impots et corvets." These words are the names of certain taxes. The man from 

the first estate, resplendent in his purple gown, and the man from the aristocracy, represented in 

red, are sitting pretty, and not having to pay most taxes. The man being crushed by the taxes is 

helpless and exhausted; although his interesting attire may suggest that the third estate is getting 

wealthier and growing stronger, signs of the impending revolution. The weather, while being 

gloomy, is not as unbalanced as the situation was in the first cartoon and suggests that the 

revolution is near. The plough has been discarded by the peasant too, as if he has another, more 

pressing occupation to deal with. (Charlie 8L) 

The man in red is a noble as he is in army dress and the man in the purple robe is a member of the 

clergy as he is holding a bible in his hand. The man holding the rock is probably a member of the 

middle class rather than the peasantry as he doesn't look that badly off.  

The writing on the rock means 'cut the taxes and hard labour' I think this shows that towards the 

revolution people were no longer afraid to speak out because if they were the cartoonist would have 

never had drawn this. I think it also shows people began to realise it wasn't normal and all right for 

the top estates to get all the privileges they realised they were no different to them other than they 

were from different backgrounds. They wanted change.  

The background is one of the countryside, probably where the majority of the peasants lived and 

worked. If you study the left of the image, you will see a shepherd tending to her sheep, another 

reminder of the work the third estate had to endure. The reason the man is dressed differently than 

the man in the previous cartoon is, as I've mentioned earlier, because he is a member of the middle 

class, not the peasantry. (Ciaran 8Y) 

Points to note: 

Take care when researching the meaning of words on the internet. In this cartoon, I had to search 

for each meaning individually in order to get them correct. 

Taille = tax on peasants with land – not paid by those in the towns. 

Corvee = forced labour on land. 

Impots = general taxes. 


