
Richard lll: Guilty/Not Guilty 

1. He cannot be fully cleared of complicity in the murder of Henry VI, 

which probably took place at the Tower on the night of the 21-22 of 

May 1471, when Richard was certainly present. 

 

2. Richard (as Duke of Gloucester) & Elizabeth Woodville (Princes’ 

mother) were both in line to be regents to Edward V (aged 12). 

Elizabeth’s dislike of Richard was obvious, but she was not a popular 

choice. Edward lV chose Richard as Lord Protector. 

 

3. On 29 April 1483, Richard took Edward into custody.  The queen took 

sanctuary at Westminster with her daughters, and her second son. 

 

4. He had Earl Rivers Richard Woodville (Elizabeth’s brother) & Richard 

Grey (Edward V’s half brother) executed. He did not like the 

influence and power of the Woodville family. 

 

5. He secured the support of Henry Stafford, the Duke of Buckingham 

(who was married to Catherine Woodville, Elizabeth’s sister.) It was 

through this friendship that he was able to secure possession of the 

young Edward.  

 

6. It was in Richard's charge that Edward V was brought to London on 

the 4th of May. Richard was recognized as protector, the Woodville 

faction was overthrown. 

 

7. The government was carried on in Edward V's name, the 22nd of June 

set for his coronation. Richard’s administration was good, and 

brought him well-deserved popularity. However, he was gathering 

forces and meeting in discussions with his friends.  

 

8. On the 13th of June several powerful friends, including the mother of 

the boy-king were accused by Richard of sorcery. Some were arrested 

and one of them was beheaded. 

 

9. On the 22nd of June 1483 Dr Shaw was told to preach at Paul's Cross 

against the legitimacy of the children of Edward IV. On the 25th a 

parliament was convened at which Edward's marriage was declared 

invalid on the ground of his pre-contract with Eleanor Talbot, and 

Richard declared the rightful king. Richard accepted the crown. 

 

10. Medieval historian Professor Michael Jones has studied records and 

states that Edward lV's legal father, Richard, Duke of York, was over 

100 miles away from his mother, Lady Cecily, at the time when 

Edward must have been conceived. This would mean that Edward IV 

was illegitimate, and had no claim to the throne. Therefore his 

 



children, Edward V and Richard, would have had no claim either. 

11. In June 1483 Edward and his brother Richard, Duke of York, were 

living in the Tower of London. Initially the boys were seen playing in 

the gardens at The Tower, but this soon happened less and less, 

some even reported only seeing them peering out from  behind bars. 

Shortly afterwards a movement was organised to free them from 

‘captivity’, and then it became known that they were already dead. 

Although it was the general conviction that they had been murdered, 

it was twenty years before the manner of this was discovered.  

 

12. In 1674 workmen began preparation for some rebuilding work on 

the White Tower at the Tower of London. While they were clearing 

away rubble at the base of a staircase they unearthed a grisly find; 

two skeletons, small enough to suggest that they were those of two 

youths. If such a find were made today a forensic examination and 

DNA evidence might have been gathered, in an effort to determine if 

the skeletons were indeed those of the unfortunate princes. 

However, such practices were not available at the time. Since that 

time there have been several attempts to re-examine the skeletons in 

an attempt to determine whether they are the remains of the 

princes. To date no definitive answers have been forthcoming, though 

the question might well be asked; if these are not the remains of 

Edward and Richard, then who are they?  

 

13. According to Sir Thomas More, Sir Robert Brackenbury, the constable 

of the Tower, refused to obey Richard's command to put the young 

princes to death; but he accepted a warrant ordering him to give up 

his keys for one night to Sir James Tyrell, who had arranged for the 

assassination. Two men, Miles Forest and John Dighton, then 

smothered the youths under pillows while they were asleep. The 

murder was committed most probably in August or September 1483. 

 

14.  Richard III was well aware of the rumours that the princes had been 

murdered. But, he did not try to stop them by doing the obvious and 

showing the world that the princes were still alive and well. Were 

they already dead? We just don't know. It may be that Richard 

believed that his nephews were truly illegitimate, and, as such, no 

longer of note. 

 

15. In spite of its apparent success Richard’s usurpation was not popular. 

Richard's position could not be secure whilst his nephews lived. 

Attempts have been made to clear Richard's memory. But the report 

of the princes' death was believed in England at the time, "for which 

cause king Richard lost the hearts of the people" (Chronicles of 

London, 191), and it was referred to as a definite fact before the 

 



French states-general in January 1484. The general, if vague, 

dissatisfaction was seen in Buckingham's rebellion. Richard, 

however, was fortunate, and the movement collapsed. He met his 

only parliament in January 1484 and deserves credit for some wise 

legislation. He could not, however, stop the undercurrent of 

disaffection, and his ministers, Lovell and Catesby, were unpopular. 

16. Richard's enemies made the most of the disappearance of the 

princes to sway public support. The absence of the princes made 

Henry Tudor's attempts to gather support for his rebellion against 

Richard lll much easier. The armies met at Bosworth, Leicestershire. 

In a furious battle that could have gone either way, Henry won when 

key allies of Richard deserted him. 

 At this point Henry seems to have regarded the Princes in the Tower as 

dead; otherwise his own claim to the throne would have no weight. 
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